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THE BARUCH PLA! & THIRTY YEARS OF NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT 


ANNCR: 
THIRTY YEARS HAVE PASSED CJUNE 14) SINCE THE UNITED STATES 


PRESENTED TO THE UNITED NATIONS AN AMERICAN PLAN FOR 

INTERNATIONAL CONTROL AND FINAL DESTRUCTION OF ALL ATOMIC WEAPONS, 
LATER IT BECAME KNOWN AS THE SARUCH PLAN, AFTER AMERICAN AMBASSADOR 
BERNARD BARUCH WHO MADE THE PRESENTATION. VOA NEWS ANALYST 

JOHN ALBERT HAS THESE OBSERVATIONS. 

VOICE: 

IMMEDIATELY AFTER WORLD WAR THO, THERE WAS A FEELING IN THE 
UNITED STATES THAT IT SHOULO BE POSSIBLE TO OUTLAW NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS. IT WAS FELT THIS COULD BE DOI!IE BY CREATING AH 
INTERNATIONAL BODY THAT WOULD SUPERVISE THE DESTRUCTION OF ALL 
EXISTING ATOMIC WEAPOI!S AND WOULD SAFEGUARD THE SECURITY OF 
ALL NATIONS AGAINST A VIOLATOR, THIS COULD BE ACHIEVED, IT 
WAS THOUGHT, BY PROVIDING FOR AUTOMATIC UNITED NATIONS PUNISHMENT 
FOR ANY VIOLATOR IN A SYSTEM THAT WOULD NOT BE SUBJECT TO VETO 
BY THE GREAT POWERS. 

TO AMERICANS, THIS PLAN APPEARED UNIQUE AND GENEROUS. 

THE UNITED STATES, AT THAT TINE, HELD AN ABSOLUTE MONOPOLY ON 
NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY, AND WAS THE ONLY POWER WHICH HAD ACTUALLY 
PRODUCED NUCLEAR WEAPOHS. GY GIVING UP THIS ADVANTAGE, AMERICANS 
BELIEVED, THEY COULD INDUCE OTHER NATIONS TO FOREGO THE NUCLEAR 
ROAD AND THUS AVOID A WORLD FULL OF NUCLEAR STATES. 

IN RETROSPECT IT IS EASY TO CALL THIS THINKING NAIVE 
AND UNREALISTIC. WE KNOW NOW THAT THE SOVIET UNION WAS IN THE 


MIDST OF ITS OWN RACE TOWARD NUCLEAR WEAPONS CAPABILITY AND NOT 
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AT ALL READY TO ENTRUST ITS SECURITY TO AN INTERNATIONAL BODY, 
PARTICULARLY WHEN THE UNITED STATES HELD A PREPONDERANT POSITION 
IN THE COUNCILS OF THE UNITED NATIONS. COPT) iT IS MUCH BETTER 
UNDERSTOOD NOW THAT WHERE THE VERY SURVIVAL OF A GREAT POWER 
IS CONCERNED, IT IS SHIPLY NOT REALISTIC TO EXPECT IT TO 
ACCEPT A SITUATION IN WHICH ANOTHER BIG POVER HOLDS THE 
EXCLUSIVE ABILITY TO PRODUCE NUCLEAR WEAPONS, WHATEVER THE 
INTERWATIONAL SAFEGUARDS MAY BE. CEND OPT) 

BUT FAILURE OF THE BARUCH PLAN -- WHICH WAS TWICE VETOED 
BY THE SOVIET UNION -- DID NOT IN ANY WAY END ANERICAN EFFORTS 
TO ACHIEVE SOME SORT OF ARHS CONTROL. IN 1961, THE UNITED 
STATES CREATED A SPECIAL AGENCY WITH THE SOLE PURPOSE OF 
STUDYING THE FEASIBILITY OF ARI7S CONTROL MEASURES THAT WOULD 
GIVE ALL PARTICIPANTS FULL SECURITY. THIS NEW BODY, THE ARMS 
CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY, IS STILL UNIQUE IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL FIELD. AND ITS PREPARATORY WORK MADZ POSSIBLE 
A SERIES OF INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS THAT PRECEDED THE EFFORTS 
TO CURB NUCLEAR WEAPONS, (COPT) THE NUCLEAR TEST BAN TREATY 
OF 1973, WHILE STILL IHCOMPLETE, AS THE FIRST MAJOR 
ACHIEVEMENT. THEN CAME THE AGREEMENT BANNIING WEAPONS OF MASS 
DESTRUCTION IN OUTER SPACE Il! 1967. PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANT, IS 
THE NUCLEAR HNON-PROLIFERATION TREATY OF 1970, RATIFIED BY 
ALMOST ONE HUNDRED NATIONS. BEYOND THIS AGREENENT, THE UNITED 
STATES HAS ATTEMPTED TO FURTHER THE PEACEFUL DEVELOPMENT 
OF ATOMIC POWER WITHOUT SPREADING TO MORE AND MORE NATIONS 


THE CAPABILITY OF PRODUCING NUCLEAR WEAPONS. CEND OPT) 
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THE STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION AGREEMENT OF 1972 WWAS 
THE FIRST STEP TOWARD ACTUAL CONTROL OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

AGAIN, IT WAS FAR FROM SUFFICIENT TO HALT THE NUCLEAR ARMS RACE, 
BUT IT WAS AN IMPORTANT BEGINNIWG. IT IS STILL HOPED THAT BEFORE 
ITS TERHINATION IN 1977, A SECOiID SALT AGREEMENT, WITH MORE 
FAR-REACHING CONTROLS ON OFFENSIVE NUCLEAR WEAPONS, CAN BE 
CONCLUDED. 

COPT) THE BARUCH PLAN, UNIQUE AS WAS ITS CONCEPT AND AS 
GENEROUS AS WAS ITS INTENT, UNFORTUNATELY WAS AHEAD OF WHAT WAS 
REALISTICALLY POSSIBLE, BUT IT CERTAINLY HAS INSPIRED 
CONTINUING EFFORTS TOWARD THE SAME GOAL ALL THESE THIRTY 
YEARS CEND OPT). LOOKING BACK, IT IS APPARENT THAT THE UNITED 
STATES RECOGNIZED VERY EARLY THAT IT COULD NOT HOPE TO MAINTAIN 
A NUCLEAR MONOPOLY, AHD THAT, FOR THE PEACE OF THE WORLD, 

IT WAS NOT DESIREABLE THAT IT DO SO.  TINEDIATE DESTRUCTION 

OF ALL NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND A PROHISITION ON ANY MORE WOULD 
CERTAINLY HAVE BEEN THE IDEAL SOLUTION. BUT THE 

WORLD WAS NOT READY FOR IT, AND TODAY, THE ONLY PLANS FOR ARMS 
LIMITATION THAT HAVE A CHANCE ARE THOSE THAT GIVE ALL PARTICIPANTS 
FULL SECURITY AND PROTECTION OF THEIR NATIONAL INTERESTS. 


GH/ PON 


